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Aln early Farewel!

R.K.Dash,
General Manager (P)

Lignite project, Umarsar.

This happened when I was reading in class six and left an indelible
memory in my heart. As I mentioned earlier Kesinga town was
encircled with serene beauties. The Buddha dungar(Hill) at one
side ,river Tel at other end ,dense and very dense Sal forest
towards the farther end. The fascinating school life, affectionate
friends and neighbours mountaineering, jungle trips eating out at
restaurants all these had by then became part of my memorable
days . In short I was in love with that place. Why should not I, by
then I was completing three years at Kesinga. In the mid of all
this cheering my life had fallen apart when one fine evening my
father after returning from office worriedly told my mother that
we may get transfered shortly. I feel it duty bound to pass on
the message to my close and distant friends. By no time it became
news among our friend circle that I am about to part away from
them. Miracle happened the next day.Mishra one of my shy friend
from the only government colony of Kesinga known as EHT(Extra
High Tension)colony became very generous to invite me to
Gowardhan eatery during recess time. It was a pleasant surprise to
me because I had not paid any visit to restaurants of Kesinga for
last couple of weeks & was longing for it.As soon as the bell rang
for recess we two friends rushed to the restaurant. There I found
Mishra to order Kachori,Samosas & Sweets in an unusual lavish
manner. While enjoying the delicacies I discovered somewhere deep
in his eyes a sense of sorrow perhaps to miss me in near
future Suddenly I realise my shy friend is bidding me farewell in
this delicious manner. Mishra’s uncle was working as a Junior
Engineer at EHT Kesinga division and he was with his uncle to
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pursue his education .Never had he spoke of his parents and use
to remain introvert all the time.He use to remain a bit hesitant in

group activities but had developed a very good bond with me. I
enjoyed the perceived farewell treat and returned with a heavy
heart to miss such a valuable friend.

Next day during very first period I was astonished to be summoned
to Head masters cabin. When I reached I could see A middle aged
man(Mishra’s Uncle) seating in front of our Head Master and
Mishra was standing at a corner with about to cry face. He was
trembling & looking so measurable that I thought he will fall with a
little provocation. Head master enquired from me about yesterday's
restaurant visit & I narrated the whole incident without taking a
pause. It was learnt that to bid me farewell Mishra had stolen five
rupees from his uncle's pocket. The news spread along the school
campus in no time friends started to tease and humiliate him & for
next few days,the shy friend became more & more shy .But most
shocking was yet stored for me.After few days it was learnt that
the transfer news was a rumour and was spread by one my father's
colleague. Needless to say that I continued at that place for
another full year and believe me during this extended one year
each time I met Mishra I was unable to reconcile with myself &
regret for the early farewell. So was the baggage of remorse that
on the actual day of leaving that place for good I could not muster
any courage to tell my friend that I am really leaving. Every time I
look back of the incidence something use to choke me inside. I
know friend your eyes on that day was unmistakably expressing
your deep feeling towards me though your methodology for the
farewell was wrong but I found your friendship true & enduring.
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