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R.K.Dash,

General Manager (P)
Lignite project, Umarsar.

I was a bright student in my school. Needless to say that Kesinga
the town where I was living was part of the most backward district
of Odisha. Most of the population were either poor tribal or are
affluent Marwari business man. Study was least priority for both
the communities but for different reasons. In this environment less
was always more. Less talented I was a bright student then at my
school. Fortunately I had cracked two lower primary level
scholarships then and every teacher use to think me a prospect for
their school at that time.

It was the time of result declaration in class five.Sarangi sir use
to be our maths teacher. Till time I had scored highest in all other
subjects and was expecting a good score in Math as well. Sarangi
Sir was having a unique style of declaring result.He will pick up a
answer sheet from the bunch placed on his table ,will declare the
total mark of the student then he will merrily slap ,punch and blow
the student narrating his mistakes. The hapless student appears to
be a prey in a tigers den.The numbers rolled on and I listened my
name when last two answer sheets were left.I was pretty confident
as I use to be the class topper so I was rather expecting
appreciation from my math teacher. Keeping this in mind I was
moving towards the teacher's desk as if a winner .But alas to my
horror something else was stored for me. A tight punch on my
cheek made me realise that everything was not right. I was
clueless, never was I used to such kind of treatment. Before I




could understand anything I was badly thrashed for next few
minutes. I can see cheer in the face of my fellow classmates’ .The
message was loud and clear that you are no more privileged. After
the one sided boxing session Sarangi Sir declared my Math result.
It was 88/100.Not at all a bad score during nineteen eighties.
Then came the real shocker .The last answer sheet was of
Chinmayee Sahoo an otherwise average student and she had scored
91/100 and bagged the maths topper seat.I was still unaware
"what irked my math teacher despite scoring a so decently”. That
was perhaps a tender age to understand the perception but now at
this age when my son's rank goes down the expected level ,don't I
consider it as his failure(irrespective of the score).Our generation
next is carrying a huge burden of high expectancy. Parents pay
attention. Celebrate the childhood.
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