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Kutch use to be a favorite location to spent summer. A pleasant breeze
Thr‘oughol.rf the _Season use to keep the temperature at a comfortable level.
Alas we had Iosﬁ" those golden duys Scor'chmg summer heat had compelled
many hoquhalds of our colony to switch

This shift in climatic pattern is au'se.' of the global phenomenon called
climate change. Things are getting bad to worse with every passage of time.
Blame it to our quest for luxurious living, mindless consumerism or increased
urbanization but we are being pushed towards a point of no return. I use to
ask myself a few questions, like are we really ready fto understand the gravity
of the situation if so then what is our response to avoid the catastrophe.
Cynicism feels within when I can't find a proper answer to these questions.

When I was living in a world of denial a'recent happening changed my mind set.

The happening

Sri Samardan Gadhvi is a private jeep 'driver who use to operate from SKV
colony gate. I met him on our last 5™ june world environment day function. He
was engaged by the tent house owner to transport goods to the function site.
The function went on as usual, with speeches, couplets & prize distribution.
After the event I was discussing the possibilities of collecting saplings from
nearby nurseries with the invited local forester. There I saw Samardan, he had
captured in his mobile a few photographs of a dead chinkara and was
requesting the forester to arrange for fodder and water for these animals at
certain locations. The forester was in a fix as she was from social forestry
department so not much can she do in this matter. He further showed some
dry water tanks(Avadas) at various locations which was built to serve the
cattle breeds.

At first I mistook him to be a fringe environmental activist who uses to exploit
situations to meet their vested interest. Then I thought him to be an elected
member of the local panchayat flaring up the issues of his area. Out of

curiosity I asked him his identity and astonished to know that neither he is an
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environmentalist nor a political leader. He is simply a jeep driver meeting his
end by ferrying passengers from our gate to nearby places.

His ardent love towards the nature and concern towards the wild and domestic
animals had driven him to locate the places where animal casualty is due to
shortage of fodder and water. I was quite impressed with his approach to the
situation and promised to arrange water at some water tanks (Avadas) close to
our mines.

Due to other assignments I had forgotten to take up the job. After a couple
of days I received call from Samardan .He reminded me the request and
informed that water has not yet been reached the points, I felt sorry for
that and immediately made sure that the Avadas should be filled with water
and it should be continued till rain comes.

Yesterday on the way to the office I saw Samardan at the colony gate. I
stopped purposefully to inform him that his concern has been addressed and
water is reaching the Aavadas regularly. He surprised me again by saying that
I use to ask my fellow friend from Khanot regarding filling of the Aavadas
,now indeed water is reaching their, Thank you.

I saluted his concern towards the cause. He was from a different background,
mostly illiterate but was carrying an amazing sense of responsibilities fowards
the biodiversity.

My predicament changed to an optimism .With lots many Samardans I can see
a foreseeable sustainability.
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Sanskruti means Way Of Worship + Way Of Life + Way Of Thinking
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GURUPOORNIMA

Sec. School Feacher
Our country is very rich in culture. We celebrate many festivals including national and
religious. Every festival in India has some logic and there is a treasure of knowledge
behind every festival. One of this festival is Gurupoornima which falls on the Poornima

of the month Ashadh.

Gurupoornima is also called Vyaspoornima, because on this day great rishi Vyas was born.
He divided Vedas into four and wrote 18 Purans along with great Mahabharata. He was
the son of Rishi Parashar and Satyavati. His name was Krushna Dwepayan and later on he
was known as Maharshi Ved Vyas.lt is also the celebration to pay the debts of the favours
bestowed on us by our Guru.This way of paying the debts is called Gurudakshina.

Vyas/Guru means a respectable person who connects us to God. He is the one, who shows
us the directions to live a meaningful life.There is a shlok in Sanskrit :

t2llol 3 M A Y o 3 Gm 9JA: UEH

Hol M AH O cclisellH, Hlal 3 ed IR sul

It means the base of meditation is idol of Guru,the base of the worship is Guru’s feet ,the
mantra i.e the principle of living life is Guru"s statement,to attain moksha is Guru’s
krupa(blessings).

Everyday we should bow down to our Guru and recite the shloka:

AR Y6l [A9)32 TA MBuzL
3R el uesl, A sll9)3Q o,

Which means Guru himself is Brahma,he himself is Vishnu,Guru himself is Mahesha,he is
only Parabrahma.
Another Doha by Kabir which explains us the importance of Guru in our life.

913 seuz lla sou &, adl-odl s12 vile

elld? s2ll Msl2 & 0us2 oid Ae.

Here Guru is compared with a Potter.As potter pats the pot with a view to rectify its defects
,Guru draws out defects of his disciple but give him support with hand from inside.

But to select Guru is a challenging job. Sometimes Guru himself is ignorant ,he shows us
wrong path and as a result our life becomes miserable. So we should be very careful in
selecting our Guru. It is wisely said by Kabir,

o5l 913 el itc, Acl & o iy
D vitw AL ERNE gU USc
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That means |f Guru is |gnarant his disciple act foullsh Both of them push each other and
finally both of them fell in the well. | would end up with a poem by Vijaydevnarayan Sahi in
which he address the young generation and warn them that on seeing your Sun-like
brilliant forehead, several person in disguise of Agastya Guru will come to bless you and

then keeping your head bent down forever will never return.
Wl HalyeA 3 olle A Gold Qw3
2 432 suM 8ol ol QotarmicAl 4
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syl o2l dxecll 25 el Ew
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WY et 58l U@
A2 [Qotd 621 Hrds 2 &l sl 8ls

3 9)paR clud &l dles sl
WISH YOU ALL A HAPPY GURUPOORNIMA.
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